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Mystery of Chinese Writing Roving Exhibition
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link for building the sense of community for the Chinese nation.
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XL - EFEARTENNFLZ ==  Being one of the oldest written languages, Chinese characters
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Throughout thousands of years of development, the use of
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fmIE N fE - SR EFEABEE/NFBIEN TE civilisation continue to flourish. Today, as one of the six official

YEZ7Z— 2R FEZ2 A AFHPIXE o working languages of the United Nations, Chinese character
as a written language is the most widely used in the world.

Chinese characters has never been ceased, so that Chinese
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dissemination of Chinese characters, and showcases
the charm of Chinese writing.
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National Museum of Chinese Writing
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The National Museum of Chinese Writing is the only national first-grade

museum in China that integrates heritage conservation, exhibition display,

Chinese culture, with its long history, vast scope and profound depth, is _ _ _
academic research, social education and cultural exchanges on the theme of

characterised by its perpetuity, diversity and inclusiveness. It has shaped - - _
_ _ - characters, and it is the scientific centre of Chinese character culture.
the values and way of life we all share. We aspire to make use of exhibitions,
activities, exchanges, collaborations and promotions to enable young people
and the public at large to appreciate the essence of Chinese culture and

enhance their sense of national identity and cultural confidence.
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The Evolution of Chinese Characters
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5 7 E B ¥ From the Five Emperors

Period to the Xia Dynasty

fBEI261H4c — A1 T7THEAC
Circa 26th Century BC — 17th Century BC
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Inscribed Symbols

T RS - @5 - 5 6F

Main Carrier: Pottery, Rocks, etc.

# ¥ Qin Dynasty
BU2218F — gj206 %
221 BC - 206 BC

A 3

Small Seal Script

"EEEE A B 5 EEFE
Main Carrier: Stone, Silk, Bamboo,
Wooden Slips, etc.
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i §H Shang Dynasty

BI1T7HHA — AUl 1HE4C
17th Century BC — 11th Century BC
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Oracle Bone Script

FEEHEE - EBEH - BB

Main Carrier: Turtle Shells, Animal Bones

P9 € E B ;& Western Han to

Eastern Han Dynasty
B1206%F — ATL220%
206 BC — AD 220

Clerical Script

ESHI 5 A KK
AN

Main Carrier: Silk, Bamboo Slips,
Wooden Slips, Paper, Stone, Pottery

Originating from ancient inscribed symbols, Chinese characters
matured in the Shang Dynasty (1600 BC - 1100 BC) and went
through developmental stages of oracle bone script, bronze

iInscription, small seal script, clerical script and regular script.

P9 J& & Bk B western Zhou

Dynasty to Warring States Period

114 — BI221%
11th Century BC — 221 BC
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Bronze Inscription

FEEHFE | Fiflss
Main Carrier: Bronze Vessels

=B Z 51 Three Kingdoms

Period to Qing Dynasty
2205 — 1911%

BE/TE/E

Reqular Script / Running Scrlpt/
Cursive Script

CEERE - B 8 AR~
£~ A%

Main Carrier: Silk, Paper, Stone,
Pottery, etc.
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Track and Trace
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Stone stele of the Chinese Customs Station of Fat Tau
“Chau in the Song Dynasty

Han Dynasty tomb brick with ‘Daji Panyu’ (Great
fortune to Panyu county) characters at the Lei Cheng

Uk Han Tomb
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Boundary stone of the ‘taxable land of the Li S L : | .
i L SR Rock inscription at Joss House Bay, erected in cyclical year of jiaxu

feudal estate’ associated with the fiefdom of B P G b S ign during the Southern Song Dynasty (1274)
Y of the Xianchun reign during the southern Son nas
Li Maoying, an official of the Song Dynasty SRR J : 2 g
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Sung Wong Toi inscribed boulder, which was built in commemoration of the sojourn of
monarchs of the Southern Song Dynasty in Hong Kong
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one Inscription wi e character | « N e I Et -
‘crane’ written in one brushstroke inside | j Ji e r%ﬁ%jﬁf] '%ﬂ F el E .35 ° iElat
Hau Wong Temple in Kowloon City. It is fe R B - | : , |
accompanied by a couplet dated W e . T A Stone stele with character ‘Shou’ currently embedded in the wall of
the 14th year of Guangxu reign (1888). $F EOONEEE | s the Former Yamen of Kowloon Walled City. Zhang Yutang, the Commodore
Crane’ refers to Pak Hok Shan where /s MESE . ol 8 1 of the Dapeng Brigade, who stationed at the Kowloon Walled City,
the temple situates. i was famous for writing with his fist wrapped in cotton. The two sets
Bl e of characters ‘&’ (Shou) and ‘&%’ (Mo Yuan) now located in
FUSCL R R the Kowloon Walled City Park were both written by him.
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Ancient Lives Portrayed by
Chinese Characters
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Many early Chinese characters are pictographic and ideographic in nature whose structures are
closely related to everyday objects. This part of the exhibition collaborates with the "Easy-Read
Studio” of TWGHs Chi-Li Pao Foundation Integrated Vocational Rehabilitation Centre cum
Hostel. Three pictorial scenes are created by people with intellectual disabilities and autism
spectrum disorders to reimagine the lives of ancient people and vividly integrate the evolution of

Chinese characters into daily scenarios.
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Scene 1: The ancient people leave home to grow crops and keep their livestock outside the cottage.
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> A >

O RRE "X, RARE  RREAEREERE
HENERRER

The part ‘=’ represents a house while ‘X’ represents a pig, reflecting
the common phenomenon of keeping livestock in ancient homes.
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FAEMHERE > PAXER -
The upper part represents a drooping grain ear, while the lower part represents
the stem and roots.

> A >

B RIFERS 0 IRERAIER - EE T E -

The shape of a pig standing erect with a fat belly and a drooping tail.
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Artists. Kwan Wai Kit, Kwan Tsz Ting, Cheung Chun Yiu, Wong Shun Kit, Sin Hoi Lam
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Door
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The shape of two door gates.
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INEEERERZT -

The shape of grasses growing in a field.

> Yo

FHERE—ERLLNER-

The ox has a pair of upward-curving horns on its head.

> FH >

R B BB 2 8 2 T o

The shape of a crossed field.

> ¥ >

¥5E FRE—EE T -

The goat has a pair of downward-curving horns on its head.
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Cock’s crown and its open beak, followed by ‘2’ (xi) as the character’s
phonetic component.

£YX Bronze Inscription
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Scene 2: The ancient people fish and pick wild fruits in a place surrounded by orchards, mountains and rivers.

Thunder and lightning begin to strike in the distance.
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The shape of mountains standing side by side.
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Creek

The upper horizontal stroke represents the sky and the lower vertical

strokes represent raindrops.
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ARIETIN - HwimapiiR TR B0 "R, ZEER ©
Originally ‘i’ (net), which refers to the shape of a woven hunting tool,
with the radical ‘R’ (silk) added as a signifier of the character’s nature.
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The shape of water flowing between two banks.
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REEBNS - SRR ERIUE

A bird with a long tail, its claws are later represented by four dots.
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The shape of fruits growing out of the branches of a tree.
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Artists: Tsang Kong Tai, Wan Hiu Lam, Kwan Tsz Ting, Cheung Chun Yiu, Kwan Wai Kit
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Thunder

BB & X Oracle Bone Script
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The circles, representing the wheels of a cart, refer to the sound of thunder,
while the shape in the middle represents lightning.
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RFIERZI

The shape of reaching out to catch a fish.

> F > 37

FaEELLERBREZN

A hand picking fruit from a tree.

£YX Bronze Inscription INE Small Seal Script
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Scene 3: The ancient people make a fire to cook on and they enjoy the wine and delicacies together.
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Kig EREZIZ > ERILZ 8B ENRE o AETE, BT RIESHSE A AER LA &
The shape of a rising flame which is more dynamic than the shape of a mountain. )'j/\\\ﬁﬁﬂ_ﬁﬁ ; fﬁf_ s 7]( J 'f‘%?\%#ﬁm E@{i@% ©

Originally ‘85’ , which refers to the shape of a wine bottle, with a pointed base
that allows the bottle to be partially buried in the earth for easy storage; and its

l radical ‘7K’ represents the fine wine inside the bottle.

> 9 >

EEEY) FEEM -
The upper part represents a blade, and the lower part represents a handle.

/. \ Ba (&) sncsn (B) BERZAR - W/ESREARLZE
The composition of a mouth (£) placed over a pot (E) represents the action of
m eating, and the four dots are likely to represent saliva.

KRLZTZ o

The shape of rice grain.

2y - mER -~ B21% « SEM - BEERIE  RiEM
Artists: Wong Shun Kit, Tsang Kong Tai, Sin Hoi Lam, Kwan Tsz Ting, Wan Hiu Lam
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Respect

111

Vessel

Abundant

> >

BEst  BEFEEFER (8) 2 RFWEE -
A wine vessel and the shape of both hands holding a wine bottle (B)
represent a sign of respect.
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BRI -

The shape of a food utensil.
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'S EBEE  RERLUR T1EY) 0 XTREE
2 BlHAEKRK  mEFRE -

‘G’ is a pictograph of a drum, while a drum stand filled with plants
indicates abundance which is extended to mean big and full,

£Y¥X Bronze Inscription



