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Mystery of Chinese Writing
Roving Exhibition

Chinese characters are an important root of Chinese culture and
an embodiment o Chinesa civisation. They serve as a cutural Ik for bulding
the sense of community for the Chinese nation. Being ono of the oldest
witen languages, Chinese characters have been in use (o ths day.

has never been ceased, so that Chinese civiisation continue to floursh. Todsy,
s one of the six oficial working languages of the United Natins, Chinese
character as a writen language s the most widely used in the work

Jointy organised by the Chinsse Culture Promotion Office of the Leisure and

Cultral Servicos Department and the Natonal Museum of Chinese Writng,

the Mystery of Chinese Witing roving exhibition inroduces the origns,
development and dissemination of Chinese characters, and showcases
the charm of Chinese writing
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Oracle Bone Script

Oracle bone scrpt is the earliest surviving and relatively complete system
of writing in China. It was inscribed on tutle shels and animal bones, and
was used to record the contents and results of divination. It dates from
the Shang Dynasty (14th century BC — 111h century BC), more than 3,000
years ago. About 160,000 pieces of oracle bones have already been
unearthed mainly at Yinxu in Anyang, Henan Province. There are about
5000 single characters ideniified on the oracle bones, and nearly 1,500
characters could be interprated. The oracle bone scrpts have pushed
the recorded history of China forward by about 1,000 years

Divinations through oracle bones in the Shang Dynasty cover almost every
aspect of daly Hfe, such as rlusl, wers, huntng, weather, reproducion and

accidents, etc. The paoghe in the Shang Dynasty would perform dvinaton for
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Dri 2 ceep and round hole on the bore  Carve a Julbe kemetshaped groove B ERGE@ HFAT b ISR B
#hong tehdle Puta burming branch long thahole  Decipher tho cracks and writa down
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Mouse  Ox Tiger  Rabbit Snake.

Dragon

YIPELH

B ¥ B 8 ® ¥

Horse  Sheep  Monkey Rooster  Dog Pig
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‘Geng-xu'refers to the date of divination while ke’ (%) is the name of

the zhen ren (a spirtual ffcer who performed divinaton nthe Shang Dyrasty)

The inscription aimed to divine whather there would be & harvest i milel was
Hua shouid o
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Bronze Inscription

SXERBHENE (ATHN THE-W2215F) BHAE
FWRBLMOXT  AREHBEN  B6 - WH - BNE
it DRHBERERMHENGS - HEBSHOFE
BASESBAOBE - (RS ALMARFES - BEXTF
HWiBE "R,

S BRRwranm

Simuwu Square Cauldron (Ding)
(or Houmumu Square Caudron)

B - 1939 F M EMREHMEE o

Late Shang Dynasty, unearthed in Wuguan Villsge of Anyans.
1939,

MEENCHTESKEENTHEN - WERRES
TABL, ZEF . TR, RRVIANER (FEEE

© S R AT R
BATEE - ASRERNRENPETLRBOMTF -
FRERA R B TE,  RRBWEAERAA o

*IJ B Li Gui

iﬂglﬁ 1976 FMBEREET
arty n Zhou Dynasty, unearthed in Lintons, Shasnxi
Promcem1ane

BAEERME
REMAMHA -
SRR o

RESHN32T  BRUEMB MR
HOME—SCETE - BRENE BB
ERBERT "AARE, 28 BEE!

0
nd Zhou Dynasties (17th contury BC — 221 BC) to record coremonies,
Gecrees, bates, reates and the eulogies to imperial ancesiors and nobilty.

vessels. Since the ancients called copper and bronze gold, the bronze

insciptions ae therefore ferally known as ‘gold witings'in Chinese.

L,

This caulcron is the heaviest bronze cauidron from ancient China ever
discovered. There are three characters ‘EIY (S/ Mu Wu) engraved inside
the vessel of which "2’ (Wa) refers to the temple name (a name given to
a deceased Chinese emperor for ancastral worship in tomple) of the owner,

honour of his mother, Since there are many examples of reverse wring on
racle bones and in bronze inscriptions, some scholars suggest that
the character “B)' (S) should be F&' (Hou, literally ‘empress) instead,

ropresenting the status of the owner during her fetime.
uan wnquuw sn-nv

There are 32 words cast nside the vessel. It s the only extant rel recording
the significant istoricalevent of King Wi's conquest of the Shang troops. Gui
is 2 food utensil for keeping rice and millt, stc. In Guangdong, a popular
term, Nine Big Gur, efers o a sumptuaus meal
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Small Seal Script

BEWHMEEE (ATHTTOFE — §1221% ) H{EHI > During the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period (770 BC
— 221B0), foudal lords rued the counlry, and the Chinese characters have
FF - MERHER - BiE—A

ATLAI2214 ) BEAT  orent foms and pronunciaions. Afe the unificaton of six states by Gin
CEES . 00 R B S G B B A B (221 BO). o measuro of wringin he same script was implemenied. Small
NE - BT REOXT - BT AREALILRS - used n the sate of Qi

soal script was created as the common wring in the whole country 10 replace
economic and culural prospery.

KX FURBEXFOEL

Comparison of Writings in the Qin State and Other States

z £ £ 9

(=ED) 0027 IBI5 - 2528 W 0050 (ALY 11131 &% 1708
guanyin 0027 donganoty il 0050 jihong 11131 haoxi 1708

i L1 7 &

The Stele of Mount Yishan

EFUE  BHEE
MAHEE

The emperor founded the couniry
Inthe begiing, and s successors
wers calea e kings.
BIEE = H\F (ATA219F ) FIL -
RNENREN - ASAEBBHENE
Written by Li i n the 28t year of Emperor Qin Shihuang
(219 BC), this stel is a prominent example of small seal
Seript that extols the achievements of Qin Shihuang.
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Clerical Script

RELE 20 EERA AT REM - EHG/NE  Clerical sorpt originated in the late Warring States Period and became
the mainstream writing in the Han Dynasty. It simpified and transformed

BB RS T EREREASE - ALt
 EEENE g meking i easier 1o wite. Since then, the pictographic nature of Chinese

characters disappeared and the sirokes of characters gradually formed,

BERA T RBE,  REFHEXTFEASXFREN

k-
EIERE ren s

HLREERNESF (AT241F ) - BHX
BFSASK NEDER=BFHRAR - oy
BE - FIAEENERANRLIBGRS

the ancient o the modern stage of Chinese characers.

Hoin

FREXMABOER

Carvedin the 2nd year of the Znengshireionof Wein the Three e
znong
Her

was to promote Confucianism and standardise the contents

*Eb % Regular Script

AGEAAETIE - WWTE - FEHEA - MRS WLEEE

making it modelfor g, Hence, the name of requiar srp was gven
AR EAEDRI - RAEEAARARICAIBA BIMRBEM  sguonaly, ts smole and ciean strokes are convenient fo printing, making
S RIS o WEUHTLR (AT25% 2204 ) «  r0ar scrp he most opular sty of witng and
EFEERH (ATT581E —90THE ) A -

e characters

LA S A2 58

Inscription on the Li Spring at Jiucheng Palace

EARAF(ATE632F )L - BRBEET -
REUKN > BMAE > RABAREAREUE
ERRMER2E -

Erected in the 6th year of Znenguan of Tang Dynasty (AD 632),
this stelo of Tang Dynasty bears an inscription n reguar script
written by Ouyang Sun. The content composed by Wei Zneng
rocords that Emporor Tlzong o the Tang Dynasty found the Li
Springwhen he summerad a the Jiuchen Paict
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The Magical Formation of Chinese Characters

B BERWOATHIANOER > 835§ ush
R EE R W RS —MRARN are picographs, indicties, dcographs, piciaphanetic compounds, dervative
Pk BRERRTE « BTTE L + SEEEY  coomales and phonet loans. It s generally agreed tha the frst four are
melhods of charactr croaton whie the remaiing two aro methads of

BUHESNT EEF FEF MABHBTREF ©  crarcer wsage. In tems of charactr formatn, pictographs, indicatves
ideographs and pictophonstic compounds came into existence during
the period of crace bone scrpt.

P s
;‘5 - ﬁ ;£ How Characters Were Formed
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The Art of Chinese Characters: Calligraphy

’

REEEE—F CRMT APESY is an ancient artof wrtng thl reflects people's aesthetic
pursults in the act of wrting. Rooled in Chineso characters, Chinese

EERHRBER « FEZEURFRBHIE  HEEEFH caigrapny nas presonted numerous artistc masterpieces at avery stage

R 1 T .
= *:
%% Seal Script ﬁ'i% Clerical Script
BHEE FRER 8H96 FRAR  BERMEEE -
EEE FRARRN > LHRSE

TR R IR — B o

It foatures square and fat character
‘Shapes, with long horizontal strokes and

tis characterisedby the neat and narrow
structures of characters,avenly roportioned |
ines ¢ well a5 smooth androunded

brushstrokes. ‘short vertical strokes . Its brushstrokes.
o

¢ § T8 FK
(=mE) 5 s S
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‘downward disgonalones..
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5 %iﬁf‘ziﬁﬂﬂﬁi  RARER > AERME
fEM R LR PIGERES  SEER 588
SE EELH -

Cursive scrpt s a simpified cursive forn of the cercal sorp

continous. Thero are theo forms of cursive scrpt. ncuing clerical
cursive, cursive and highly cursive. (B = ax
Ay ok o of s Tara Oy

= —
1T§ CAREEREEZ M AR - AR
HEHEHEELRNESOMAMDMEL - 5
BREEMOM T FES AR TR, -
Running scit i  wiing sy that lies batween egular seript and

st srpl. I was croted 0 adaoss the sow witng sp00d of (I ) & s

are incined 1o rogulr serpt o called runng-rogulr scrpt, whie e 0n Dy
hose wih mare cursive slaments ae caled ring-cursve st |.
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The Art of Chinese Characters: Seals

B3 - BHREAAEEE Bk B
IR PHIERRERE L BIBEG
EREMBZA  #ERATHE  TENEL - 5955
2R HIBZH - EDBRLET N

3,000 years and into
a unique art form that combines calligraphy, layout design, casting and
carving techniques. Initally, seals were used on clay blocks which once
dried and hardened could serve as a means of authentication and securly.

paper, Wihin

the seal and seals create

Great Seals of Pre-Qin Period

HERALRHEANEE FHENRFHREEK
B - FIUEER SR ERER -

Seals have boen usod as a symbol of crediilty. The earliest Chinese seals

and Auturn Period and the Warring States Period.

MIENE

Sealk

AL FIXRE BB TEAE - AEETAS -
TRENZ EGUEE « EHEAMEHER o

in the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties

The scripts on seals during the Westom and Easter Han Dynasies feature
el characters and upright siructures, exuding a siately and dignified style.
The flourishing seal style of the Han Dynasty was highly regarded by later
generations.

mREREE

BA i 5 %I

Seal Carving in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

BRI RAT LI B XAEEALD - ENE
FERREERE W2 AR RM S HERR - F2ET
BAREIEARE » RY HAEMZE -

From the mic-Ming Dynasty onward, the art of seal canving became
popular, often incorporating bronze inscrptions o seal scrpts. The use of
seals in caligraphy and painting added an ancient and rusio charm to
artworks. Seal carving futher developed during the Qing. Dynasty
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