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Early Chinese 219
Photography Collection
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The birth of photography in 1839 revolutionised record keeping. Photographs
capture transient moments. As they are duplicated, the moments are preserved,
allowing us o visualise scenes and people that are long gone and transforming
history from being described, transcribed and remembered to being visualisable.
Photographs become important carriers of historical records, greatly expanding
the means for passing on cultural heritage.

‘The Chinese photography collection of the Moonchu Foundation (the Moonchu
Collection) held by the Hong Kong Museum of History includes more than 20,000
photographic works and related books and periodicals from the 1840 o the
19705, with most of them from the late 19th century to the early 20th century.
The content covers notable events and wars, figures of the Late Qing period,
urban landscapes, natural features, folk customs, and so forth. A significant
portion of the collection s from the works of the most representative

studios at the time.
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The Development of Photography
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Photographs in the Moonchu Collection include different materials used throughout the early evolution of photography, as well as

ot materia
for research nto the development of photography.
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Selected Works of Well-known Photographers
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As photography was introduced to China by First Opium War, visual records d in the country. Most of the
early photographers in China were foreigners. It was not unti the 1860s that more and more Chinese people took up photography.

many
of various at the time.
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John Thomson
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Architecture and Landscape
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The igh the lens of the

buidings and land in major cites. pened to foreign trade.
transformation of China's landscapes over the past century.
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Fashion of the Bygone Days
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After the Qing dynasty was founded, all men had to shave the
front part of their heads and wear the rest of their hair in a
queue. This hairstyle led to the emergence of mobile barber
shops where customers had the front part of their heads
shaved and their hair re-braided.
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Manchu women were generally dressed in long robes. They
wore dalachi headdress shaped like a monumental archway.
Manchu women, who did not bind their feet, wore
platform-hesled shoes.
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EBERF Han women
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‘The clothes of Han women were different from those of their
Manchu counterparts. Most Han women wore two-piece suifs,
with either a skirt or pants, whereas their clothes were heavily
adomed. Also, Han women had different hairstyles and they
were subject to the custom of foot binding,
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The Social Landscape
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‘The everyday lives of Chinese people are featured In the works of early foreign photographers in China. In the Moonchu Collection,
numerous photographs show everyday lfe in the late Qing dynasty. Through these down-to-earth photos, we can directly observe the
past Chinese society and culture in details.
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Hong Kong in the Olden Days
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The Moonchu Collection contains historical photographs of various Chinese cities,
including Hong Kong. Besides the harbour and buildings, these photographs of Hong
Kong also feature a wide range of topics, such as public health, education, society and
people’s livelihood. They are apt lustrations of Hong Kong's development.
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ACARETHER (8075)§FEE In 1834, a bubonic plague broke ot in Hong

AR FRTERAASERATEE Kong. Tai Ping Shan Distict in Sheung Wan, &

Ams vith s large Chinese population, was the  ARNEAIATUGREARABILERA- 19945

[ —— worst hit area. To fight the plague, the 1o e sh e o i

o st o e vtton on et S government mobilsed saritary teams to

1A oo RSO W egbe ) perform cleaning anddisinection i the

wos il oo Ghinos-nrbited rcs. Ater tho apceric,

redeveloped  Tai Ping Shan District.
Environmental hygiene was greatly improved.
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Most photographs in the Moonchu Collection are over a century old. When we accumulate a century’s
worth of knowledge and experlence and evisit these images, ths accumulated perspective allows us to.
interpret them within a context distinct from that of a hundred years ago, adding new layers of meaning to
these visual records.

Researchers from different i d audiences derstand and observe
the same photo differenty. As the Moonchu Collection becomes accessible to a broader audience, it will
also be more widely studied and interpreted, thereby realsing its value in the most profound way.
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