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Mystery of Chinese Writing
Roving Exhibition
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Chinese characters are an important root of Chinese culture and

9
the sensa of community for the Chinese nation. Being ono of the oldest
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has never been ceased, so that Chinse civiisation continue 1o flurish, Tod,
s on of the six oficial working languages of the United Nations, Chinose
Character as a witen language s the most widely used in the work.

Jointy organised by the Chinese Culture Promotion Offce of the Leisure and
Cultral Services Department and the Natonal Museum of Chinese Wiing,
the Mystery of Chinese Wiiling roving exhibition introduces the oriins,
development and dissemination of Chinese characters. and showcases
the charm of Chinese wriing
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National Museum of Chinese Witing
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The Evolution of Chinese Characters

EFABEEIBAR « BILALIHTE (ATAI1600%  Orginatig from ancient nscribed symbols, Chinese characters matured n
the Shang Dynasty (1600 BC - 1100 EC) and went through developmental
—RI1100%) » EERBX » &3~ & BF  #EBF 505 of oracte bone script, bronzs inscrption, smal seal scip, clical sript

TR and regular st
EFEHH From the Five Emperors BEAZEWHE Western Zhou
Period to the Xia Dynasty ‘“ng "':{':;;V Dynasty to Warring States Period
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Inscnbed Symbnls Oracle Bone Script Bronze Inscription
EEWE PR BTG EEWE  WE 8 - Bl
Main Carrir: Pottry, Rocks, tc. Main Gartr Tutlo Shol AnmalBones Main Carrir: Bronzo Vessals
%8 Qin Dynasty Bi%E %% Western Han to EEER Three Kingdoms
221% — @206% Eastem fian D) a
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Small Seal Script Clerical Script Regular Script / Running Script/
Cursive Script
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Wooden Sis, tc. Main Garir: Sk, Bamboo Sips Mmc;m Sk Pop S

Wooden Siis, Paper, Sione, Poltery
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EFROALLY - REE S LR BELFEE - EE 3 Before Chinese characters were invented, ancient Chingse ancestors used
. § ; ted knots, crawings and symbols o racord. From the ancient agend of Cang
B FEREFHEEMRI—SSFMNTELOBE"  os ceaton of Chinose characters o the iscovery of orac bone scrpts
BRBE— AR B ED R - more than a entury ago, scholars troughout the years have endeavoured fo

unravel the mystery of the origin of Chinese characlors.
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Carved symbols of the Peilgang
Culture found at the Jiahu Ste,
Woyang, Henan Province (cica
8,000 years ago).
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WRKFOZERMAET AT f6 MY WIT00FRAREN REIEA BN -
B, EREREEA TP, © SXEMAS Engraved symbols of the Erlitou Culture found at Yanshi in
—@RBIFIAL 5L T B B - Hana Prosece (e 3700 yers o).

s e
( legendary ruler of prefistorc China), had four eyes and two.
pupils’. Ho created Chinese characters and Is therefore honoured
as ‘the Father of Characiers' i China. Today, one of the commonly
used Chinese input methods s also named Cang Jie
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Oracle Bone Script

BRAXETERGRY  MANARBNYT  WEE
BEAEHES L ARRES FORNBHER - AHRARE
ATTEAMARE 1 HCHRENE - TERRNTRRE
BE BSEHI0003F- S HIARRNICER
RETEFFHFS000M8 - AHFH150018 - BEE
REMEEFRTHEE T #91000%F

BENBORES b AETHWE 0 FE - BE
BHE R EF TB% - BARRANEHEET
& b BURRIE SR BRI o

Oracle bone scrpt is the earliest surviving and relatively complete system
of writing in China. It was inscribed on tutle shels and animal bones, and
was used to record the contents and results of divination. It dates from
the Shang Dynasty (14th century BC — 111h century BC), more than 3,000
years ago. About 160,000 pieces of oracle bones have already been
uneartned mainly at Yinxu in Anyang, Henan Province. There are about
5000 single characters ideniified on the oracle bones, and nearly 1,500
characters cauld be interpreted. The oracle bone scrpts have pushed
the recorded history of China forward by about 1,000 years.

ofdailylfe, such as ituals, wers, hunting, weather, reproduction and accidents,
etc. The peope i the Shang Dynasiy wouid perorm dvination for everyiing 1o
seek blessings and potecton fom their ancesiors and defies
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uF - BE
Oivination performed at geng-xu. Ke of
the Shang Dynasty asked whether there
Would be a harvest f millet was grown

H:ERF?
Should Hua send an ox to the Shang
King as a trbute?

THEL RS MBI "5, BAA (FRETE MA)  Gongxu refers o the date of divination while 'Ke' (% ) s the name of

the zhen ren (aspirual offcer who performed divinaton n the Shang Dyrasty).
WEMEF RLE—ZMEERMBEDHFER S The inscrition simed to divine whether there would be  harvest if milet was.
=Rk

AETEHBEERS - sendanoxasa .
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Characters of Chinese Zodiac Signs on Oracle Bones
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HERREES SR uEUNMNE

Mouse Tiger  Rabbit  Dragon  Snake  Horse  Sheep  Monkey Rooster  Dog Pig




Bronze Inscription

SXRBANY (ATMITHEL-M221F) BRAE
BFRBRLOXT  AREGEN B Wl BOF

and Znou Dynasties (17th century BC — 221 BC) to record ceremoniss,
docress, baties, treaties and the eulogies to imperial ancestors and nobilty.
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Simuwu Saquare Cauldron (Ding)
(or Hounuwu Sauare Cauidron)

vessols. Since the ancients called coppor and bronze gold, the bronze
insciptions are therefore erally known as 'gold wiings'in Chinese.

EREENCATESKBENTEN - WEAREE
TEBR, ZEF TR EENEANER (FEREE
) BSED i
BHLMEE - ARPRAXREXPETIRENGTF -
FRERE R ER TR, RRBWEANERAAL -

Tris cauldron is the heaviest bronze caukdron from ancient China. ever
discovered. There are three characters ‘SIS (S1 Mu Wo) engraved inside
the vessel of which '’ (W) refers to the temple name (a name given to
a deceased Chinese emperor for ancesiral worship in temple) of the owner,

honour of his mother. Since there are many examples of reverse wrting on
oracle bones and in bronze inscriptions, some scholars suggest that
the character I’ (Si) should be ' (Hou, literally ‘empress) instead,
representing the status of he awner during her fetime.

R - 1939 F AR RMREH L o

Henan Provincein 1939 .
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There are 32 words cast inside the vessel It s the.
only extant relc recording the significant historial
vent of King Wu's conquest of the Shang roops.
Gurls a food utensil for keeping rice and millet,
etc. In Guangdong, a popuiar term, ‘Nine Big Gul
rofers 1o a sumptuous meal

ERRH > 1976 FMEE T L

Early Western ZhouDynasty, unearthedinLintong,
‘ShaanxiProvince n 1976.

King Chu

EERE

Bell rBo) of King Xiong Zhang of Chu

HE-BREFKOBEE - BYLER T RAE
HHEREIREHBRIAMFOTEMHE - KT EH
2 BRENEMF -

This bell i a ceremonial musical instrument in cylindrical shape. I was cast

Chu's order as a scrificial object for Duke Yi of Zeng. It shows the close
replatonship batween the tw states of Chu and Zeng.

BEFH 1978 F Mt MRERHGRZERL o

Early Warring States Period, unearthed in Duke Yi of Zeng's tomb in Sui
County, HubeiProvince n 1978.
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Late Western Zhou Dynasty

Before the ww ster
Zhou

$ E'S_’. ﬁa ﬂ% 1t Gradual Linearisation of Strokes
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Beforg the sary Western Late Western Zhou Dynasty
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shu yong ding ke ding ‘guoji zibai pan
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tian meng ding song hu shisong ding

FikLig

FILER

EH ik

After the Spring and
Autumn Period
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Small Seal Script

EHEE I (ATHITTOF — 512219 ) HAREVIE + Duing e Spring and Autumn Perod an the Warring Saos Perod 770 BC
~ 221 BO), foudal lord e the county, and the Chineso characors hava

T MEEHER  BH—AR (ATH221E) RRT

TEEX . WS BERBKEROAEERAS

IE - H—TREOXT - BT ARSI - e stste of Gin

RXFER

diferent forms and pronunciations. Afer the unificatin of sx states by Qin

(221 8C),the measure of ‘wrting n the same script was implemented. Small
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Comparison of Writings in the Qin State and Other States

£ £ £ 9

{=ED) 0027 9BI5 - BiE8 H# 0050 (ALY 11131 KR 1708
quanyin 0027 giongda 8 by xihui 0050 jehong 11131 huoxi1708
&lodan

2HIE  WNEE
MBI

The emperor founded the country
in e begining, an s successors
wer catod the inge
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The Stele of Mount Yishan

RIEEZHNEF (ATA219F ) FIRL -
ROMVENRESE ASARBEEENMA o
Written by Li S n the 28th year of Emperor Qin Shihuang
(219 BO). this stel is a prominent example of smat seal
Script that extols the achievements of Qin Stuans.
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Clerical Script

P EERRBTRTE - 2BE)E
EWR kN ASITEEL  EREREAHE - Bt
i% 0 FEENTE - BERRENEN
BERA " RE,  RETHEXFEASXFREN

ki -
EIERE s

HREXHABOER

(Carvedin the 2nd year of the Zhengshireion of We nthe Three
Kingdoms Period (AD 241, this stele i also known a5

was to promote Confucianism and standardise the contents

15E

WERARATE - EWVHE - TS AEHE  NLER
AR+ EAEIRS R BRATILORIE  LHRRAN
SREBOBET - EEBPTRE (A5 -220%)
EFEEFN (ATT5815 —907H ) EAAM -

Clerical script originated in the late Warring States Period and became
the mainstream writing in the Han Dynasty. It simplified and transformed

making it easier 1o wrte. Since then, the picographic nature of Chinese
characters disappeared and the sirokes of characters gradually formed

from
the ancient o the modern stage of Chinese characters

Regular Script

Therogulr scrit s charactersed by s squar sruciures and upright iokes,

foguiar script the most popular sty of wriling and the standard characiers

LA EESR $8

Inscription on the Li Spring at Jiucheng Palace

BERAF(ATO32F )AL - BHBEET
RMIER > BMIE > BABAREARELS
HRMBRZE o

Erocted in the 6th year of Zhenguan of Tang Dynasty (AD 632),
this stel of Tang Dynasty bears an inscription i regulr script
written by Ouyang Sun. The content composed by Wi Zhang
Focords that Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty found the Li
‘Spring when he summered at the Juchens Paace
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The Magical Formation of Chinese Characters

TAE, RERMRETHIATOES - 05 G s
¢ fomaton

EE TR A W B - —RERAR are pctographs, Incicatves, Ideographs, pctaphonatic compounds, derative
Sk BRERRTE LR LE - ARG cosnales and pronetc oan. 1t is generly agreed tt the frst four are
mothods of character creaton whlo the remaining two aro mathods.of
BEHESNT HEF BT MEABMBTIMET ©  crcter usage. n tams of characer formaton, pictographs, indates,
idaographs and pictophonetic compounds came nto xistence during

1o poid of orace bon scrpt.
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jﬁ - ﬁ ;£ How Characters Were Formed
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The Art of Chinese Characters: Calligraphy

HEEER-FIHENEBREN - RRTAF s an ancient art of writing that reflects people's aesthetic
pursuits in the act of wrling. Rooted in Chinese characlers, Chinese

EIRHRBER « REZEURFBHIE  HIEEFH  caigrapny nas presonted numerous artistc masterpieces at avery stage

R T T .
-
EE HE s
SRR FRER  8H9%6 FHAR RERMEEIE
EEEE ERHIEN - LH RS

Itis characterisedby the neat and narrow.

(EME) = 2wk .
Toe et of T ones wave-ike
Dt o e ey mphasising Fhtward or

downward dissonalones..

BB upunnns
ETAB LR - PIAIAS
SEEEZS

Cursive scrpt s a simpified cursive form of the clerical srpt,
dovsopod during the Han Dynasty for the sake of conveniance in
wiing. s character siructures are simple and fs brushsirokes aro
continous. Thero are theo forms of cursive scpt, incuing clerical
cursive, cursive and highly cursive. (B = ax
sy ok o of s Tara Oy

o
1T§ MR EEREEZ M AR - AW
HEOHETEE LGS HOR) & - Mk
BREEMOM T FES AR TR, -
Running scrit i  wiing sy that lies batween egular script and
o srpl. I was croted 0 addess the sow witng spood of (I ) & s

are incined 1o roguir serpt ae called runring-rogulr scrpt, whie e 0n Dy
hose wih mare cursive slaments ae cale rnming-cursve st |.
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The Art of Chinese Characters: Seals

1HE BHRBRABESE Bk B8
R PHIERRERE L RIS
EREMBZA  RRERHTHE  ABREL - 0I5
2R HIBZH - EDBRLET N

3,000 years and into
a unique art form that combines calligraphy, layout design, casting and
carving techniques. Initally, seals were used on clay blocks which once
dried and hardened could serve as a means of authentication and securly.

paper, Within

the seal and seals create

A

Great Seals of Pre-Qin Period

HERALBHEANEE  FHENRFHRERR
B - FIEER SR R EA -

Sealk

MR FIXRE  BHTEAE - AAEEAS -
TRENZ EGUEE « EHEAMEER o

3
FmAZER  WEXWE

Seals have boen usod as a symbol of crediilty. The earliest Chinese seals

and Auturn Period and the Warring States Period.

The scripts on seals during the Westom and Easter Han Dynasies feature
el characters and upright siructures, exuding a siately and dignified style.
The flourishing seal style of the Han Dynasty was highly regarded by later
generations.

BR i % %1

in the Mvng and Qing Dynasties

PR RERAT LI  BUEXAEEAELD - ENE
R ERERTZP AR RAEHEE - ZRE)T

ARBHEARE  RKERGT HABMIZS -

From the mic-Ming Dynasty onward, the art of seal carving became

popular, often incorporating bronze inscrptions o seal scripts. The use of

seals n caligraphy and painting added an ancient and rustc charm to
artworks. Seal carving futher developed during the Qing Dynasty
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Ancient Lives Portrayed by Chinese Characters
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Ancient Lives Portrayed by Chinese Characters
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Ancient Lives Portrayed by Chinese Characters
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Track and Trace
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Stone stele of the Chiness Customs Station of Fat Tau
Han Dynasty tomb brick with ‘Daji Panyu’ Chau in the Song

(Greatfortune to Panyu county) characters at

the Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb

WRWE AT R RH I :
et RRAEFFE (12745 )
EE8HlIF :

Rock inscription at Joss House Bay, erected in cycical year ofjaxu

of the Xianchun reign during the Southern Song Dynasty (1274)
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Sung Wong.
monarchs of the Southern Song Dynasty in Hong Kong
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(Mo Yuan) now located in
the Kowtoon Walled City Park were both writen by hi.




